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labour on day to day contracts, a system not calculated to appeal to the
best type of worker.

A second point to note is that during a time when other manufactured
products have come down in price under the influence of mass production
and better organisation in the factory, housing costs have gradually
increased without corresponding increase in the quality of the product.
These facts set investigators thinking on two lines, (i) That site work
must be reduced to the minimum and as far as possible be achieved
with dry technique, that is by the elimination of water from the building
process, and (2) that new developments of material or technique be watched
to discover whether they could be adapted to housing-building.

During the past decade progress in the development of materials has
been enormous and prefabrication has, in consequence, received a power-
ful stimulus.

Only a few years ago it was customary to treat timber prodigally and
many types of prefabrication, especially in the big timber producing
countries, used heavy solid structures incorporating enormous quantities
of wood ; the Swedish prefabricated houses are typical. In America a
similar type of house sponsored by Bemis called Wudnhous, and in this
country the Solid Cedar houses, quoted as one of their advantages the
fact that they utilised seconds and short lengths of timber that would not
otherwise be usable; but, to-day,
world timber consumption is prob-
ably in excess of available supply,
if we exclude the inaccessible
reserves, and we are being forced
into a world-wide policy of strict
conservation of lumber.

More and more, low grade timber
and timber waste is being pulled
apart and reconstituted as the basis
' of plastics and in the production of
wallboards and hardboards, and
waste is no longer available for
these heavy types of timber con-
struction. Timber is developing
towards a more intense utilisation
of its, inherent > properties. " Im-
proved " or resin impregnated and
Compressed "woods, which have the
working properties of metal rather
thai* of wood>are being developed;
resin bonded plywood, more scien-
tific methods of seasopiag in tie
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